






NEZPERCE RUSSELL CEMETERY MAINTENANCE DISTRICT


Policy Manual


These policies adopted and approved by the NRCMD board on

January 9, 2012
Revisions made on July 18, 2017
Revisions made on October 19, 2020
Revisions made on January 23, 2023








This policy manual is put together with policy’s that are already in place but not written down, and policies that have been introduced, discussed, and approved by the Nezperce Russell Cemetery Maintenance District Board.
The Nezperce Russell Cemetery Maintenance District shall be referred to in this document as the NRCMD.
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1.0 Preliminary
1.1 This policy manual shall be known as the NRCMD policy manual.
1.2 This policy manual will commence when adopted by the NRCMD board.
1.3 These policies apply to all cemeteries  under the control of the NRCMD.
1.4 These policies do not affect any statutes in effect by the State of Idaho.

2.0 Definitions
Cemetery:  Any land that is purchased or under control of the NRCMD used for the ‘purpose of interment. Standard size for a plot is 3’ by 9’.
Cemetery plot:  A piece of cemetery real estate large enough for one adult plus 1
container of ashes, placed above the first interred adult or up to 6 cremations maybe interred per standard plot. 

Exclusive Right of Burial:  A purchased burial plot for the exclusive right to the owner, to inter human remains in a burial space. There is no ownership of “Real
Estate” as such.

Burial Warrant:  A warrant to allow burial, received from the NRCMD following application on prescribed form and receipt of the correct fees and charges. Warrant will be issued to a personal representative of the deceased.

Monument Permit:  A permit to allow the erection of monument issued by the NRCMD, following application on prescribed form and receipt of the correct fees and charges.

Monument:  Any structure, plaque, headstone, masonry, metal work, casting or item
placed over, in or around a burial.  All structures must be approved by the sexton, and monument permit issued.  Monument foundation will be level with the ground.

Monument removal permit:  A permit to remove a monument issued by the NRCMD.

Sexton:  Person hired by the NRCMD board to oversee all cemetery burials, records, and the maintenance of all cemetery grounds and equipment.

[bookmark: a83886080]Secretary, Treasurer:  Person hired by the NRCMD board to handle the district’s elections and finances according to the Idaho Statute Title 27, Chapter 1, 27-106 and 27-123.	
					    
3.0 Burials and exclusive rights to burials.
3.1 Burials will be carried out by an authorized person in any cemetery owned or        overseen  by the NRCMD, subject to the conditions laid out in this policy manual.
3.2 Unless exclusive rights to burial have been granted, NRCMD, having received full payment and a certificate issued will determine the location of burial based upon the cemetery burial plan (on receipt of all fees, burial warrant, and monument permit).
3.3 For any interment within a plot, the request for a burial shall be made not less than 24 hours for cremation or 72 hours for standard burial.
3.4 For the second interment within a plot, NRCMD shall be notified of this interment, not less than 24 hours prior to burial. 
3.5 All fees for burial and or exclusive rights of burial shall be paid to the NRCMD within 30 days of burial.
3.6 Exclusive rights of burial will be sold by NRCMD and these shall remain for a period of 50 years, unless it is discovered that the authorized person has been interred elsewhere.
3.7 No burial shall take place in a plot where exclusive right of burial has been granted unless with the specific written permission of owner of these rights.
3.8 Ownership of exclusive rights of burial is transferable with the express authority of the NRCMD. Any fees outstanding from the transfer of these exclusive rights are payable before the transfer takes place.
3.9 Indigent burials shall only take place on the direct request of a legal authority.
A. The NRCMD allow the following exception to the 6-cremation rule per plot to indigent burials requested by the Lewis County Commissioners. The county is allowed to bury up to twelve vessels per burial plot at a cost of $50.00 per hole. Two vessels can be stacked in a hole. The vessel (supplied by the county) is 11 inches tall with a 6-inch opening that contain 1 cremation. These vessels are clearly marked with the individual’s names and cremation numbers on both the inside and outside and include a piece of metal to help with the location of vessel. The NRCMD district will keep records of the names, dates and location of vessels into perpetuity. In the event that an indigent family member requests a re-opening to reclaim said family member. The county will inform the district in writing while the family provide the appropriate paperwork to exhume and proof of fees paid to exhume. The district will then charge the family the standard cremation open/closing fee prior to a re-opening.
					
4.0 Grave digging.
4.1 All grave excavations, either for caskets or urns shall be the responsibility of the NRCMD.

5.0 Disinterment.
5.1 Should it be required that a grave be reopened the cost of this shall be agreed upon prior to commencement of work.
5.2 All disinterments shall have all State of Idaho permits before excavation begins.

6.0 Monuments.
6.1 Any person who has purchased exclusive rights to burial in a plot may erect a headstone and base in accordance with the maximum dimensions detailed on the burial warrant.
6.2 No person shall construct or install any monument, memorial, foundation, headstone, gravestone, or other structure unless: the material and design have been approved by the NRCMD board.
6.3 A person shall not carry out any work as a “monument mason” without prior approval of the NRCMD board.
6.4 The maintenance of the monuments erected in the NRCMD cemetery is the responsibility of the person and or heirs who have exclusive rights of burial. NRCMD accepts no responsibility for the effects of vandalism and we will not cover damages that are the results of such acts.
6.5 Family plot stones will be placed in-line with other headstones and be within the assigned grave dimensions. Monuments outside the given row will be a flat stone with it’s upper most surface at ground level (not grass level).
6.6 No plantings or placing of permanent fixtures (trees, plants, etc.) without prior written authorization.
		    
7.0 Burial of ashes.
7.1 A permit must be received from NRCMD before any interment of ashes.
7.2 Upon receipt of a burial warrant the ashes of a person may be buried in a specific burial plot if he or she is the owner of a plot or has written permission from a close family member or authorized person of the deceased.
7.3 Plots that are purchased for use of interment ashes exclusively shall be used for no more than 6 interments.
7.4 When a stone is desired for an interment for a multiple burial in a plot the stone must be flat and placed over the ern.

8.0  Installation and removal of monuments.
8.1 No monument shall be removed without express permission granted by the NRCMD board or the sexton of the district.

9.0 Policies, fees, and charges.
9.1 Policies, fees, and charges applicable to the NRCMD are to be reviewed annually and amended by the NRCMD board as needed.

10.0 NRCMD forms.
10.1 All NRCMD forms shall be available from the NRCMD secretary.

11.0 State of Idaho statutes.
11.1 NRCMD operates under all State of Idaho Statutes Title 27, Chapters 1-5.



12.0 Appendix
Appendix A – Warrant Permit, Removal Warrant,
Appendix B – District Fees, Plot Sale Form, Internment Form
Appendix C – Deed of Burial				               
                         
