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REGULAR MEETING 
November 10, 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON November 10, 2025 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 5:30PM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 5:30 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Jim Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, and Kimberly Ingram, Maintenance Supervisor Craig Cardwell, and Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. In attendance was III-A Executive Director Amy Manning. Fire Chief Dave Kuther and Cm. Mike Jensen were absent. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 10/14/2025 were approved by a motion by Cm. Zenner, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. 

TREASURER REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated November 10, 2025, was examined and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand $ -1,133,419.29 

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Zenner            and seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. Disbursements totaled $1,667,408.06, which included grant disbursements of $1,598,474.00, check numbers 18338, 18369 through 18412. Receipts from the last meeting were shown to be $1,697,971.51. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well, and all signed the Claim Approval Report for November.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	
1. III Annual Report: Amy Manning was in attendance to provide the council with the annual report for the III-A.  The III-A consists of 124 agencies across Idaho, covering 2,565 employees for a total membership of 6,476 members. The annual budget was $42,448,790 with a total estimated program savings of $4,257,477. 95% of the agencies participated in wellness screenings. Of course, Nezperce participated 100% with everyone screened. Mental Health Plan and First Responder Wellness programs continue to grow. 

2. Land App Project Update: Cardwell informed the council that the project is winding down. Yet to be completed are the building, electrical for building and lagoon chlorination building plus permanent fencing. Dirt work is finished so Crea has moved some equipment to Ash Street. 

3. Land Ap Project Change Orders 5, 6, 7: Cardwell explained the change orders in front of the council to approve. Following discussion Cm. Heartburg motioned to approve Change Orders 5, 6, 7. Cm. Ingram seconded the motion, motion carried.

4. Sewer Extension at 6th & Ash: Received a $39,700 quote from Crea Construction to complete the sewer extension. Cm. Ingram moved to accept the quote for the work, Cm. Zenner seconded the motion, motion carried. Cardwell added that Crea will complete the extension prior to finishing Ash Street. This project will get city services to Ash Street for suspected future growth and complete a promise made when 50 feet of property was purchased to expand Ash Street and create a Wellhead Protection Zone. It was found that the deed drawn by the seller’s attorney did not include the promise of water and sewer however this project will get services adjacent to said property.

5. Fiber Project Update: Phase 1 has completed the work in Nezperce except for the construction of the POP building. Phase 2 will begin within the month. That phase will start in Grangeville and work towards Nezperce. Cardwell will speak with them before they start work so he can discuss the work in 5th Avenue to avoid the water main. There was a crew intown pumping put the boxes for mule tape.

6. Nuisance property update: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that the annex building will be down and hauled off within the month. Paperwork was received from Lewis County regarding dropping the Gerhke case; Clerk Schmidt sent the information on to the attorney to make sure that the case is not closed. Lyon’s got the retaining wall finished; no word on the Hamilton house or the Lux house. The city has spent just over a thousand dollars on the Gehrke judgement thus far. The council discussed action against Montgomery.

7. America250 in Idaho: The announcement of grants to assist celebrating America’s 250th anniversary was announced. The grants are for $2500 each. Clerk Schmidt suggested that the grant funds be used over Prairie Day as the Association was already planning a 250th celebration in July.

8. Legion Hall Architect Agreement: The contract with My Architect is for $45,000, motion to accept the contract was made by Cm. Zenner, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
1. Maintenance
Water: Cardwell reported that he had to get the well signal wire fixed as a well didn’t run for a week. Several meters were installed and the hydrant at Fred Hess’ will not open so needs fixed or replaced. Cardwell ordered supplies to restock product. Stormwater pipe and culvert were purchased for the Gem project as well as culvert for Pine Street. Cardwell added that he decided to install a catch basin at Dan Johnson’s that will drain into the culvert. Ken Kuther spoke with Cardwell about drilling a line under the creek to get water to his property on the east side of the airport.

Sewer: Cardwell informed that he ordered the submersible pump for the chlorine contact basin at the lagoons, adding that he would like to pave the approach to the lagoons. A change order for heaters for the new building is coming. 

RV Park: Cardwell will order locks this month. 

2. Clerk:
ICRMP Trainings: Clerk Schmidt explained to the council that there are great training opportunities offered by ICRMP that council can take at their convenience. One training that ICRMP is requiring of councils is “Respectful Workplace”. Schmidt will get the information to the council.

Website: Clerk Schmidt informed that due to state legislation the city is required to have an ADA website with a deadline of April 2027. Our current Go Daddy website sponsorship is paid through spring of 2026 so following discussions with staff after speaking with Go Daddy and feeling like we are not getting anywhere with them Clerk Schmidt will contact TownCloud and find out about costs for their ADA website. Currently the Go Daddy site is so difficult to use that we could put our efforts toward a new website now so that it is up and running by the time the Go Daddy site expires.

Legion Hall Planning Meeting: Clerk Schmidt explained that the first meeting was held on October 23rd and present were: Architect Tim Lynch, CEDA Grant writer Dodd Snodgrass, Mart Thompson and Fred Hess representing the Legion, MaryAnn Hess, Darlene Thompson and Brad Fischer representing the Senior Citizens and Mayor Nelson with Clerk Schmidt representing the city. Tim is working on design while Dodd will be looking for additional funding since the ICDBG is $250,000 and the architect contract is for $45,000. 

LHTAC Grant: Clerk Schmidt would like to apply for the sidewalk project grant in January.

3. Fire Department: No report

4. Code Enforcement: No report

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER: 

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Zenner moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:04PM, motion was duly seconded by Cm.  Heartburg, motion carried. 
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: December 8th and January 12th at 5:30PM
Closures: November 11, 27, 28, December 25th and January 1st
Christmas Party December 13th at the Legion Hall 1-4PM

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, December 8th at 5:30PM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
October 14, 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON October 14, 2025 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 5:30PM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 5:30 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Jim Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, Mike Jensen, and Maintenance Supervisor Craig Cardwell, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt, and H Leigh Ross via Teams. In attendance were Steven Schramm with JUB, Wyatt Lux, President of the Lions Club, Mark Hand and Jim Freeman. Fire Chief Dave Kuther and Cm. Ingram were absent.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Mr.  Jim Freeman is impressed with the work being done on Mr. Gehrke’s place; it looks great; stay on it. Ms. Epeldi’s property will be getting a roll-off soon so cleanup can begin on her place. Mr. Mark Hand thanked the council for financial support for the teen center over the last couple of years. That meant a lot to them.  Due to the center's nonuse, Mr. Hand stated that they will most likely list the property for sale and feels ethically that they should kick some of the money back to those who supported the center.

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 9/8/2025 were approved by a motion by Cm. Zenner, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. 

TREASURER REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated October 14, 2025, was examined and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand $ -574,272.71 (City is expecting $987,687.36 in grant reimbursements)

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Jensen and seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried. Disbursements totaled $1,070,274.56, which included grant disbursements of $987,687.36, check numbers 18308 through 18368 with check number 18335 voided. Receipts from the last meeting were shown to be $56,942.55. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well, and all signed the Claim Approval Report for October.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	

1. Lions Club Lease Agreement: The council informed Wyatt Lux that the arena looks great after the Lions cleaned it up following the tough truck competition. Regarding the lease Wyatt wanted to verify that the city doesn’t have a laundry list of items to be completed in the building that the city expects the Lions to complete once the lease is signed. Cm. Jensen made a motion that there is no laundry list of issues for the Lions Club to complete to be in compliance with the lease. The motion was seconded by Cm . Zenner. Motion carried, and all parties signed the lease. Mr. Lux acknowledged that he is aware of water drainage issues around the building.

2. Change Order Phase 1 #5 and Phase 2 #3 and #4: Motion to accept change orders as read and reviewed by Cm. Jensen, seconded by Zenner, motion carried.

3. Ordinance 251: Clerk Schmidt explained to the council that Ordinance 251 was passed in 1961 but had never been recorded as it abandoned 18 inches of the alley behind the Only Store. Schmidt was unable to find a signed copy of the ordinance but found that it had indeed been published therefore we need to ratify the ordinance and record it with Ordinance 2026-1. Mayor Nelson asked for a motion to suspend the rules; Cm. Heartburg made a motion to suspend the rules, motion was seconded by Cm. Jensen, motion passed with the following role call vote.

Cm. Zenner; Aye
Cm. Heartburg; Aye
Cm. Jensen; Aye
Cm. Ingram not present.

4. Cm Heartburg then made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-1, Cm. Jensen seconded and the motion was approved with the following roll call vote.

Cm. Zenner; Aye
Cm. Heartburg; Aye
Cm. Jensen; Aye
Cm. Ingram not present.

5. Alcohol License Transfer Request: Mayor Nelson read a request to transfer the alcohol license for the Only Store from the prior owner to the new owner of the Nezperce Market. Motion made by Cm. Jensen to approve the license transfer, seconded by Cm. Zenner. Motion carried.

6. Avista Agreement: Maintenance Supervisor Cardwell explained that this agreement is for an electrical ped at the airport, the city had everything in place just had never hooked it up. Aecon will pay for the hookup and the monthly bill until the completion of phase 1 of the fiber project; thereafter, the bill will revert to the city to pay. Cm. Jensen made the motion to sign the agreement, which Heartburg seconded, and the motion carried.

7. Land App Project Update: Steven Schramm from JUB gave the update for the project. He informed  that we are waiting for IDWR to give their approval to fill the reservoirs to perform a leak test. He added that the NPDES outfall point is not included in the current discharge permit but will be included in the new permit. Project contract extension and additional change orders coming. Sprinklers are in and most have concrete. 60 % of the valve structures are in; the old weir is out, and new weir is in. The building is coming along waiting for siding; Avista will get power hooked up; the west field is done while the east side is getting worked on. Pressure testing is nearly complete. The contractor is busing backfilling and cleaning up. Conversation regarding decommissioning the well and getting water to the property was discussed. Cardwell added that water is no big deal, but sewer is another issue.

8. Fiber Project Update: Cardwell provided the project update. The fiber in Nezperce was bored in and is completed for Phase 1. While digging footings for the building next to the EMS building, they ran into the city's storm drain system. The cost to move the storm drain system will be $26,000 then the provider building can be constructed. Phase 2 in Nezperce will be a challenge to get the fiber out of town because of the direction they plan to go; Cardwell will follow up with the engineers on that.

9. Arbor Day Project – School Trees on 2nd Avenue: 2 bids should be coming in, one to clean up the trees and the second to remove and replant. The council would prefer to remove and replant. We will need to coordinate with the school.

10. Nuisance Property Update: The council agreed that Gehrke’s property on 5th is looking better and that he moved items off the right-of-way. Jeremy Montgomery has made no effort to abate the nuisance on his property. The council would like to know the cost that was expended on the last declaratory judgment, before they make the decision to move forward with Montgomery.  Clerk Schmidt left a message with Kris Ann regarding removing her personal property from the Methodist Annex building as it is time to get that building down before it falls and Schmidt suggested asking Bryce Ingram to complete the removal. The retaining wall of the Lyons’ has not been completed, and they have received two letters requiring the wall to be done. The council would like to move forward by declaring a public nuisance if they do not get the work completed by 10/31/2025.

11. Idaho Gem Grant Award – Review and Approve: Motion to accept the Idaho Gem Grant Award. This award is for the rehabilitation of the alley behind St. John’s. Cm. Heartburg moved to approve and sign the grant paperwork, Cm. Zenner seconded the motion, motion carried.

12. RV Park Restroom – Auto Door Locks: The council likes the idea of installing auto locks on the bathrooms to protect them from vandalism. Bathrooms would be open during the day for regular use and RV patrons could be given a code to enter. The restrooms need new garbage cans, baby changing station and paper towel holders. Also need to replace a dog station. Georges Lock and Key was suggested for the auto locks.

13. Christmas Party: December 13th was the date scheduled for the city party at the Legion Hall. Planning will commence.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
5. Maintenance
Water: 3 meters were installed this month with one more to go. 

Sewer: Cardwell informed that we are getting a price to extend the sewer on Beech and 6th to Ash as those lots are for sale and we expect hookups for homes. Cardwell added that he priced out a valve opening tool for $6,100 that will be needed once irrigation starts. 

Streets: Maintenance will be getting the snowplows going and finishing the sidewalk on Pine. Cardwell explained his plan to run a new culvert across 6th and down Pine along the sidewalk so that we will be able to mow it. Cm. Jensen asked about installing a culvert in front of Dan Johnson’s to help clean up that area as well. We are stock piling topsoil to be used around town as needed.

Miscellaneous: Craig wants the council to know that has been asked to be the back-up operator in Craigmont until they can get someone licensed.

6. Clerk:
Legion Hall planning meeting: There will be a planning meeting to remodel the kitchen and bathrooms at the Legion Hall on October 23rd at 5:30PM that anyone can attend.

7. Fire Department: No report


8. Code Enforcement: No report

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER: 

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Zenner moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:04PM, motion was duly seconded by Cm. Jensen, motion carried. 
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: December 8th and January 12th at 5:30PM
Closures: November 11, 27, 28, December 25th and January 1st

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, November 10th at 5:30PM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
September 8, 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON September 8, 2025 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 7:00AM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 6:56AM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Jim Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, Mike Jensen and Kim Ingram; Fire Chief Dave Kuther, Maintenance Supervisor Craig Cardwell, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. Resident in attendance was Mitchell Barnett.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Mitchell Barnett presented a request for a conditional use permit. He would like to place a manufactured home on two of the three family-owned lots. The conditional use permit is required to place a manufactured home on a lot that already has a home on it. Mayor Nelson called for a motion to approve a conditional use permit. Motion was made by Cm. Jensen and was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried.

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 08/11/2025 and 8/21/2025 were approved by a motion by Cm.  Heartburg, motion was seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried. 

TREASURER REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated September 8, 2025, was examined and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand $ -124,498.45 (includes a grant disbursement for $631,216.60 and pool approximate figures as not received) 

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Jensen and seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. Disbursements totaled $707,600.40, which included a grant disbursement of $631,216.60, check numbers 18059, 18270 through 18307. Receipts from the last meeting were shown to be $924,667.49. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well, and all signed the Claim Approval Report for September.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	

1. DAR Proclamation for Constitution Week: The Alice Whitman chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution asked that the council declare September 17-23 Constitution Week in Nezperce. Cm. Jensen moved to accept and sign the proclamation. Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried.




2. Resolution R2025-10 – Impact Area: The council reviewed the resolution that revises the original city impact area for adoption and for submission to the Lewis County Commission. Mayor Nelson asked for a motion to accept the resolution as drafted. Cm. Zenner moved to accept the resolution, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. 

3. Solid Waste Contract: Council reviewed the contract for Walco. Mayor Nelson called for a motion. Cm Jensen made a motion to approve the contract, Cm Heartburg seconded, and the motion carried. 

4. Land App Project Update: Maintenance Cardwell informed the council that the runway protection zone is nearly complete, so the airport is open again, and they are getting lines in the ground and under the creek. Pouring of the floor for the building will be next week, trusses are coming from CDA. Cardwell scheduled a meeting with ACS to discuss options for the alarm system Thursday. Maintenance is installing the conduit to connect the lift station to the new control building. Maintenance is also getting things exposed so that the temporary electrical can go in and so the old building can come down.

5. Change Order Phase 1 #5 and Phase 2 #3: Neither CO has been received so they were tabled to a special meeting.

6. Fiber Project Update: Maintenance cleaned up an area on the east side of the airport for staging. They need electricity and we have conduit in the ground there that will need to be connected for the contractor to use. The current plan is to start in the City of Nezperce and work towards Orofino. Work is scheduled to begin on September 9, 2025.

7. Mutual Aid Agreement: This agreement is between the Nezperce Russell Cemetery District and the City of Nezperce as both entities share the same clerk. The NRCMD thought that it would be beneficial to both entities to have an agreement. Cm. Zenner moved to approve and sign the agreement, Cm. Jensen seconded the motion, motion carried.

8. Nuisance Property Update: The council reviewed a letter addressed to the residents at 105 2nd Ave. regarding ordinance issues. The council approved the letter so the letter will be mailed this week.

9. Request to close Pine Street for Tough Truck Competition Sunday of the Fair: Council has no issue and was fine with a closure if they need it.

10. November 4th Election Update: The clerk’s office received four declarations of candidacy so there will be an election. Those filing for candidacy were Mike Jensen for a 2-year term for council, Kim Ingram for a 4-year term for council, Kelby Heartburg for a 4-year term for council, and Chase Lunders for a 4-year term for council.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
9. Maintenance
Water: Wells are recovering from the hot summer to help the situation the school as slowed down on watering. Lead and Copper samples will be completed this month.

Streets: Maintenance will be replacing old manhole covers in streets.

Parks: The stumps have been removed, and the debris cleaned up.

EMS Building: The lights on the city hall are blinking maintenance will call City Electric to fix.



10. Clerk:
Clerks Conference: Rhonda and Leigh will be gone Sept. 22-25 for conference, Bridget will be working each day for 4 hours to handle the office. 

11. Fire Department: 
Chief Kuther reported that we were lucky this summer as it was a very dry season. Plans are under way to exercise a few hydrants prior to the fair. Chief Kuther recently purchased some gear and split it with Rural Fire so they are good on the following equipment: helmets, goggles and gloves.

12. Code Enforcement: nothing to report.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER: Cm. Zenner asked that we put a reminder in the Herald that owners need to clean up after dogs when walking in town. Cm. Ingram reported that in memory of Ron Grant they are asking for donations to the pickleball court in lieu of flowers. They have collected around $3,000.

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Zenner moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:52AM, motion was duly seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. 
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: September 8th at 7AM and October 14th at 5:30PM
Clerks Conference – September 23-25 in Boise
Lewis County Fair – September 25-28
Closures: October 13 and November 11th

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Tuesday, October 14th at 5:30PM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer



CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
SPECIAL MEETING 
August 21, 2025

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON August 21, 2025. 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 7:00AM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 6:56AM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Jim Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, Mike Jensen; Kim Ingram entered the meeting at 7:06AM. Maintenance Supervisor Craig Cardwell, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. Visitors in attendance were Robert Simmons, Joe Wrenfrow and Rick Jackson of Simmons Sanitation and Monica Walker, Marietta Holeman and Sydney Walker of Walco, Inc.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	

Motion to approve the revised agenda: Cm. Zenner moved to approve the agenda after the addition of Item #4 to the original agenda. Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carries.

1. Solid Waste RFP: There was only one question the council asked, and it was regarding recycling. Both providers offered their feelings toward the subject. Walco will recycle if it is separated. Simmons takes recycling to Lewiston. Robert Simmons added that the states that have mandated recycling are doing it well and that he understands that consumers want it and that it is coming. Following discussion Cm. Jensen moved to accept the Walco RFP, Cm. Ingram seconded the motion, motion carried.
· Let it be noted that City Attorney Lewis found the Simmons RRP to be unresponsive.

2. Legion Hall Architect RFP: The proposals were discussed, and the council completed the rating sheets. Mayor Nelson compiled the information and found that My Architect had the highest score. Cm. Heartburg moved to accept the RFP from My Architect, Cm. Ingram seconded the motion, motion carried.

3. Review and Approve Phase 2 Change Order No: 2: This CO is to upgrade the catch basins and the temporary hookup of electricity for running the system until the electrical panel is installed. Cm. Zenner moved to approve Change Order 2, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried.

4. Budget Ordinance 2025-08, Review and Approve: Mayor read the title of the ordinance then asked for a motion to suspend the rules. Cm. Heartburg moved to suspend the rules while Cm. Ingram seconded the motion. 

Roll call vote follows.
Cm. Ingram aye,
Cm. Heartburg aye.
Cm. Zenner aye,
Cm. Jensen aye.

Cm. Jensen moved to adopt Budget Ordinance 2025-08, Cm. Zenner seconded the motion.

Roll call vote follows.
Cm. Ingram aye,
Cm. Heartburg aye.
Cm. Zenner aye,
Cm. Jensen aye.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
13. Maintenance:
Clinic door: Maintenance Cardwell informed the council that St. Mary’s Health contacted him regarding the front door of the clinic. The door needs to be replaced, and St. Mary’s would like some additional work to the brick block adjacent to the door. Cardwell received a quote for $8,500 from Grace LLC. He informed that the work needs to be done by a licensed contractor, and Grace could meet the constraints on having the door repaired in a timely manner. Cardwell can look for another quote but finding a licensed contractor that can meet the constraints required will take time. This matter is somewhat urgent. The council agreed to get the project done as quickly as possible.

Rumors regarding the RV Park: There were some kids in the park late at night that were caught on camera. Someone tried lighting fires in the men’s room and made a mess of paper products another night. The cameras were reviewed, and the bathrooms were closed over the weekend. The kids have been identified, and their parents have been contacted. The sheriff’s office will do extra patrols in the park at night to deter further late-night visits to the park.

14. Clerk: 
Dog Ordinance Violators: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that the residents of 107 Beech have 7 dogs and are bringing in RV’s, trailers and cars making the neighbors worry. They received a letter from the city informing that only 3 dogs are allowed per residence, dogs cannot run at large and the residents have responded that no one can tell them what they can do on their property because they own it out right and do not belong to an HOA. Clerk Schmidt thinks that having the city attorney write them a letter would help with the situation. The council agreed.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER: 

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Heartburg moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:00AM, motion was seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried. 
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: September 8th at 7AM and October 14th at 5:30PM
Special Meeting – August 21 at 7AM
Clerks Conference – September 23-25 in Boise
Lewis County Fair – September 25-28
Closures: September 1 and October 13

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, September 8th at 7:00AM at City Hall. 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer




CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
August 11, 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON August 11, 2025. 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 7:00AM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 6:56AM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Jim Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, Mike Jensen; Maintenance Supervisor Craig Cardwell, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. Cm. Kimberly Ingram was absent, Visitors in attendance were Joe Wrenfrow of Simmons Sanitation and Marietta Holeman and Sydney Walker of Walco, Inc. Resident Brianne Zanin was also present. 

PUBLIC HEARING:
1. Proposed Budget FYE 2026: Mayor Nelson opened the Public Hearing at 8:15AM and asked if anyone had any questions or comments concerning the proposed budget. No one had any questions. Mayor Nelson closed the hearing.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Brianne Zanin was present to speak to the council regarding their plans for 419 Oak Street. She explained that they wish to put in a drive thru window and approached ITD and were turned down. Customers would enter the alley between Oak and Maple; drive thru would be where Mary’s bar was then exit onto Oak Street. They will now apply to ITD for a variance and ask the city for a letter of support of the idea.

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 07/14/2025 were approved by a motion by Cm. Heartburg, motion was seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried. 

TREASURER REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated August 11, 2025, was examined and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $-304,105.52 (includes a grant disbursement for $840,842.62) 

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Jensen and seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. Disbursements totaled $898,076.19, which included a grant disbursement of $840,842.62, check numbers 18228 through 18269 checks, check numbers 18249-18252 were voided. Receipts from the last meeting were shown as $685,403.52. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well and all signed the Claim Approval Report for August.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	
1. Kuther Property Swap: The council received a picture of property owners at the airport in their meeting packet to see what the city owns prior to discussing a swap. The property that Ken Kuther is interested in is in the vacated portion of Elm Street. Cm. Zenner reiterated that the council previously decided not to dabble in real estate anymore; Cm. Heartburg added that the city has infrastructure in that area and would not like to see the city give up its infrastructure. Mayor Nelson will inform Ken that he should sell the property he wanted to exchange as the city is not interested in giving up airport property.

2.   Fiber Project Update – Dave Taylor: Dave informed the council that Idaho County has hired a contractor for the first phase of installing fiber from Orofino to Nezperce and construction should start by 9-9-25. A pre-construction meeting is scheduled for August 18th and Garrett Frei with JUB knows more. The 12-million-dollar project has 3 phases and the second phase is out to bid this week so the contractor should be awarded in 4 weeks. Hopefully fiber will be here in the fall. 

3. Teen Center Future – Mark Hand: Tabled as Mark was not present for the meeting. Note: Mark stopped by the office and said that he will send an email to the council thanking them for their support but that he and his wife have decided to only have the facility open for certain events and not on a regular basis, so they do not need any further support.

4. Solid Waste RFP: The council scheduled a special meeting on July 21st at 7AM to decide after the council has had the opportunity to review the RFP’s received from Walco and Simmons Sanitation.

5. Legion Hall Architect RFP: The council scheduled a special meeting on July 21st at 7AM to decide after the council has had the opportunity to review the RFP’s received from Wemhoff Architecture and My Architect.

6. FYE 2026 Proposed Budget Review and Approve: Following review Cm. Heartburg made a motion to approve the proposed budget with revisions as presented and advertised. Cm. Jensen seconded the motion, motion carried.

7. Nuisance Property Update: The council was updated on the properties that we have been dealing with. Letters were sent out for lawn mowing and too many dogs. The owner of 703 Oak Street received a red tag and came by the office Friday as he wanted to get a new building permit and was given his outstanding utility bill.

8. Land App Project Update: Project was rolling right along until the Thursday hail storm which caused a very big mess and a week of clean up. Contractor continues to wait on product delivery. Meetings are being held to deal with electrical panels, alarms and controls. The cost to temp in electricity to the new control building is a little over $8,000 as the panel is months out. Cm. Jensen asked why the panel wasn’t ordered previously as the contract was awarded months ago; instead, we will have to pay for temporary electricity to the new building.

9. Council Rates of Pay: Consensus of the council is no change this year.

10. Lions Club Contract Update: Clerk Schmidt informed the council of the action taken since the last meeting. City Attorney Lewis will modify the Senior Contract, Lewis suggested that the city keep the general liability on the building while the Seniors have insurance on their contents and the Lions Club should have liability for their uses and contents. Lewis added that the Lions need to be registered with the State before we can sign a contract with them. Kelby added that that is being taken care of by another Lions Club member. Schmidt informed the council that the Lions are worried about how much the city wants for the lease? Following discussion, the council agreed to $1.00 a year and a 25-year lease. Schmidt spoke with the president of the senior group and made him aware that the Lions Club wants to take over the utilities of the building and that there will be a modification to their lease.

11. Candidates for November Election Due August 29th: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that Ingram is considering not running again, Heartburg said that he is running, and Jensen is on the fence.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
15. Maintenance
Water: Maintenance Cardwell shut the school watering off so that the wells can catch up after finding that Well 4 had a breaker pop and didn’t run for days. Lead and copper samples will take place this month. Maintenance has a few water repairs to complete this month.

Streets: Seal Coating is completed. Maintenance used 40 yards of grindings and 1 tanker of fuel. Cardwell will figure out a fix for manhole covers since ours are not the standard size used these days. City has enough chips for 2 more years.

Parks: Cardwell hasn’t been able to reach the guy to finish stump grinding in the park so will follow up and get the work completed.

Equipment: Cardwell informed the council that he spoke with Fred Hess about a trailer he has that would be perfect for hauling equipment. Cardwell suggested that we rent it when we need it but Fred would prefer to sell it for $8,000.

16. Clerk: No additional report.

17. Fire Department: No report.

18. Code Enforcement: No report.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER: Special meeting was scheduled for July 21, 2025, at 7AM to handle the 2 RFP’s. Council asked that Clerk Schmidt send a reminder text for the meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Heartburg moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:52AM, motion was duly seconded, motion carried. 
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: September 8th at 7AM and October 14th at 5:30PM
Special Meeting – August 21 at 7AM
Clerks Conference – September 23-25 in Boise
Lewis County Fair – September 25-28
Closures: September 1 and October 13

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, September 8th at 7:00AM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer

CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
July 14, 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON July 14, 2025. 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 7:00AM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 6:56AM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Jim Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, Kimberly Ingram (via Teams), and Mike Jensen, Maintenance Supervisor Craig Cardwell, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt, and Deputy Clerk Leigh Ross (via Teams). In attendance were Wayne Barnett, Dave Gates, Tom Scott, Dan Johnson, Terry Perrine, Jim Freeman, Wyatt Lux, Ken Kuther, and Stan Boyer residents plus Joe Wrenfrow of Simmons Sanitation and JUB Engineer Steven Schramm (via Teams). 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Tom Scott presented a signed petition from Nezperce residents protesting Ken Kuther's proposal to develop his property on Birch Street. They do not want commercial use in a residential area. Mayor Nelson informed the residents that, per our city’s ordinances, an RV park is allowed. Jim Freeman here for an update on nuisance properties. He believes we need to keep the heat on, as things do not seem, in his opinion, to be moving very fast. Mayor Nelson reported that the city is moving forward with the declaratory judgment against Mr. Gehrke. The council answered questions on all the other problem properties. Cm. Ingram reported that she is working with Dawna Lux regarding her house that is in deplorable condition on Pine Street.  
She has agreed to have it taken down, but no contract has been signed yet. Cm. Ingram will reach out to Ms. Lux to see what the holdup may be. Dan Johnson will call Walco and order a roll-off for another property the seniors will assist in cleaning up. 

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 06/9/2025 were approved by a motion by Cm. Kelby, motion was seconded by Cm. Jensen, motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated July 14, 2025, was examined and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $324,147.71

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Zenner and seconded by Cm. Jensen, motion carried. Disbursements totaled $103,450.16, which included a grant disbursement of $76,338.32, check numbers 18173 through 18203. Receipts from the last meeting were shown as $51,783.61. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well and all signed the Claim Approval Report for June.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	
11. Kuther RV Park Project Idea: Mr. Ken Kuther presented his idea again for an RV park on his property on Birch Street; however, he knows that some hard feelings are developing and there is opposition to the idea. He did have a new proposal to present to the council; he would like to propose a swap of property, the 3 lots on Birch for property at the airport. He wants the property the city owns called the helipad. If the trade were to happen, he would like to build a T-hanger and turn the upper level into an Airbnb.    

12. Pickleball Courts – Stan Boyer: Working to get pickleball courts into the tennis park, $6000 a court $12,000 for both. He listed the steps to get the concrete prepped for painting. Lots of the work will be done by volunteers. He wants a pledge toward the project from the city. He wants the city to donate $2200 for the infrastructure work. Cm. Ingram said that we need new lights. The city commented that we need to see what we have in the budget to help with funds. Cm. Heartburg suggested that the city complete the infrastructure work in-house. There might be a grant for lights and Cm. Ingram added that they might have a concrete grinder. 

13. Solid Waste Contract Expires August 30, 2025: Clerk Schmidt found that the current contract with Walco expires August 30th so asked the council what they would like to do. Following discussion, the council decided to put out an RFP. Joe Wrenfrow introduced himself as he works for Simmons Sanitation and recently moved to Kamiah. They are interested in putting together an RFP and would like to have our business. He added that he is willing to work with the needs of the community such as additional recycling, senior carts etc. Clerk Schmidt will inform Walco and advertise the RFP.

14. Nuisance Properties: Members of the community were present to get updates on each of the nuisance properties the city has been working with. The seniors will take the lead on 102 Oak Street and work with the homeowner. Complaints were taken over several yards and letters will be sent to those homeowners. Not all property owners are responsive to communications received. Clerk Schmidt will follow up on the Hamilton property and the building behind the Methodist Church. The council received copies of the complaint drawn by the city attorney against Arnold Gehrke and following discussion Cm. Zenner moved to file the complaint with the court, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. 

15. Area of Impact Review: Clerk Schmidt presented a new area of impact map that City Attorney Lewis drew up. After discussion and review, Cm. Jensen moved to approve the area of impact to Johnson Road, seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried. A copy of the map is attached to minutes as Exhibit 1.

16. Land App Project Update and Approval of Change Order 1 Phase 2: Steven Schramm reported that the project is hung up on lead time for parts. The contractor has gone through serious rock and but has 2 lines dug and completed the deep ditch sewer. The area is dry as a bone. The airport will be shut down for construction in the fly zone. Pilots will need to be notified. Change Order 1 needs to be approved by council, Cm. Zenner moved to approve Change Order 1, Cm. Jensen seconded the motion, motion carried. This change order includes the changes to the building at the reservoirs. 

17. FYE 2026 Budget Review: Clerk Schmidt emailed the council the proposed budget and will send emails as the rest of the budget comes together.

18. Lions Club Contract: Lions President Wyatt Lux stated that the Lions Club would like to take over all utilities for the building as they will be using it daily. The seniors will still have full access to the bottom floor for all their activities.  The Lions Club will take on the burden of making all the repairs/upgrades to the building. Maintenance Cardwell will be a source of contact for the work that will need to be done, i.e., gutters and drainage. The lease agreement with the Seniors will need to be modified to reflect that they will no longer be responsible for the utility bills and have access to the basement area.  Clerk Schmidt will meet with the president of the Seniors to discuss the modifications to their lease and what the city's expectations for them are going forward; Schmidt will also discuss the need to modify the seniors lease with the attorney.  Cm. Jensen moved to approve the plan and Cm. Heartburg seconded, motion carried. 

19. FYE Audit Engagement Letter: Clerk Schmidt presented the 2025-2026 engagement letter from Zwygart. There will be a $500.00 increase over last year’s audit. Cm. Jensen moved to approve the letter, second by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried.

20. LC Fair 5th Ave. Road Closure Request: The Lewis County Fair has requested a road closure of 5th Avenue from Oak Street to Pine Street on September 25-28, 2025.  Upon motion by Cm. Zenner to approve closure and seconded by Cm. Jensen, motion carried. 

21. Halloween Request from Lane Kaschmitter: Lane emailed the city regarding his plan to create a haunted house for Halloween. Mayor Nelson will contact Lane and discuss his plan further. 

22. Candidacy Information for November Election: Clerk Schmidt handed out candidacy information to Cm. Jensen, and Cm. Heartburg. Jensen and Ingram’s terms are up while Heartburg is required to run for his position because he was appointed in 2024. Schmidt will get Cm. Ingram her forms.


DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
19. Maintenance
Water: Cardwell reported that due to it being dry he is watching water levels in the tower as we are down feet. The school has been watering hard; plus the amount of water going to the project is putting a heavy burden on the system. 

Sewer: Maintenance is preparing for the old control building to be removed. Cardwell will be working with the project engineer to get the electricity off so that it can be moved to the new building.

Streets: Maintenance will be prepping the streets on the east side of town as chip sealing is scheduled for July 31st chip sealing. 

Prairie Day: Maintenance painted all the tables purchased from the Fair Board, varnished the band shell, and painted the ticket booth. Cardwell will find places to store the tables and ticket booths since he can no longer use the ole Mary’s lot.  Prairie Day went well and was well attended. Good comments were received on the food.

Equipment: Cardwell informed the council that he got into a wreck and the 2006 Silverado received approximately $4500 in damages.  

RV Site: Bradley’s are putting in an RV site as Clark plans to live here for half of the year.

20. Clerk: no additional information to report

21. Fire Department: no report

22. Code Enforcement: no report

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Zenner moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:52AM, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. 
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: Aug. 11th and September 8th at 7AM

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, August 11th at 7:00AM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
June 9, 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON June 9, 2025. 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 7:00AM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 6:57AM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Jim Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, Kimberly Ingram (via Teams) and Mike Jensen, Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt, and Deputy Clerk Leigh Ross (via Teams). The visitors were resident Jim Freeman and Walco representatives Marietta Holman & Sydney Walker.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Jim Freeman was present to follow up on citywide cleanup. There has been action on 3 properties with the city taking action on another. 

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 05/12/2025 were approved by a motion by Cm. Jensen, motion was seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated June 9, 2025, was examined and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $381,650.08 (approximate as no pool received)

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Zenner and seconded by Cm.  Jensen total of $103,450.16, which included a grant disbursement of $38,913.95, check numbers 18131 through 18172. Receipts from the last meeting were shown as $26,253.52. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well and all signed the Claim Approval Report for June.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	
1. Walco: Representatives from Walco presented a request for a 4.5 % cost-of-living increase. Due to employee wages, equipment costs and an overall increase in costs. They have not requested an increase since 2022. Cm. Zenner moved to approve the increase as asked, Cm. Jensen 2nd the motion, motion carried. Maintenance Supervisor Cardwell asked about tires and if they would be willing to supply a dumpster just for tires or would we have to go with Simmons Sanitation who shreds tires. Walco indicated that they work with other providers regarding tires and that they were willing to help the city with the disposal of the said tires. Marietta informed us that residents shouldn’t have to have a broken tote; the city will compile a list of totes to be replaced.

2. Kuther RV Park Project Idea: Mayor Nelson, described what Mr. Kuther wants to do.  Mr. Kuther provided a list of what his plans are regarding rules and steps required to place a trailer in his park. Cm. Ingram and Cm. Zenner have concerns with the park becoming another eyesore and the potential cost to the city. Cm. Ingram has also requested that all infrastructure be installed before she considers any permits. Supervisor Cardwell stated that the plan is to push 8th through to Willow and Birch to 8th, which would give the park the access that it would need. Mayor Nelson asked the council to review the city ordinance on RV parks so that when Mr. Kuther presents his requested permit to the city that they will have a clear understanding of what is allowed and what is not.   
                   
3. Nuisance Properties: Clerk Schmidt reported to the council that Attorney Lewis wanted to know if she was to proceed with the declaratory judgment against the resident at 202 5th Avenue. Per the council, while he has moved some items from his property, he has not made a significant amount of progress and Cm. Zenner moved to proceed forward with the declaratory judgment, Cm. Jensen seconded, motion carried.

4. Legion Hall RFP for Architect: Clerk Schmidt reported that the city is ready to move forward with the plans for remodeling the hall. She asked the council how long they would like to leave the advertisement open; council discussed and decided to leave it open until the August council meeting.

5. Area of Impact Review: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that cities in Idaho are now required to confirm their Area of Impact with counties every 5 years. Schmidt forwarded the information to the City Attorney for review and Lewis supplied a map showing the city’s current Area of Impact and a map showing what a 2-mile Area of Impact would look like. The council decided that they would like to modify the current Area of Impact to include the 2-mile allowance. Clerk Schmidt will inform Lewis of the council’s decision, and she will put together the appropriate paperwork to make the modification.  Mayor Nelson will work with Attorney Lewis and the County commissioners to set the new area of impact at 2-miles.

6. Land App Project Update: Equipment and materials were delivered this last week, and construction will proceed. Cm. Zenner got a chance to go up and look at the reservoirs. Crea will work on the access road and fill around the wet wells, install the pumps then work on the gravity flow road and the sprinkler lines. It will be dusty since the field was killed. The city will need to furnish water for the project.

7. Prairie Day: Clerk Schmidt asked if the council would like to provide the meat again for Prairie Day and donate items for the auction. Cm Heartburg made a motion to pay for the meat and donate $400.00 towards auction items, Cm. Zenner seconded the motion, motion carried.

8. Pickleball Project Idea: Larry and Stan Boyer want to establish a 2-pickleball court at the tennis courts. They would also like to get approval to place the pickleball court at the tennis court. They are estimating the cost at $6,000 per court and want a donation from the city for the project. The Prairie Day committee will be taking the lead in fundraising for the project. The council likes the idea of using the tennis court for the project but thinks that they can fundraise the project and for future maintenance. 

9. Progressive Ag Day Donation: Clerk Schmidt informed the council the hosts of Progressive Ag Day asked for a donation after the last council meeting, and due to the precedent of years past she authorized them to charge $100.00 to the Only Store as a donation. She asked the council to vote and back up her decision. Cm. Zenner made a motion to approve the donation, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 

10. FYE 2026 Budget Review: Clerk Schmidt provided a preliminary budget for the council to review, as budget planning has begun for the new year.

11. Reader Board: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that we did not get the grant from Avista because there is already a reader board supported by Avista at the school; Bridget believes that Avista might donate funds towards a reader board instead of providing one. To secure the necessary funding for the reader board upgrade, we would need to conduct fundraising efforts and solicit donations. The council was not on board with doing that, and it was proposed to maybe give the reader board back to the Service League. Clerk Schmidt will work with Bridget to find a few small grants that we could use the funds to upgrade the reader board. 

12. Zoll AED $1,450.00: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that Patty Barnett had found a company that had AED units for sale for $1,450.00 and requested approval to purchase one of the devices. Cm Jensen moved to accept the price and purchase the AED unit. Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion. Motion passed.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
23. Maintenance
Water: All good with water.

Sewer: The land app project starts today on Phase 2. Building is done on the outside and will be painting and putting the inside together. 

Streets: Cardwell reported that the department will begin prepping for sealcoating.

Parks: Putting new oil on the bandshell in preparation for Prairie Day. While working this last month, Cardwell made contact with a new tree company, and he got a quote to grind the stumps that did not get done during Arbor Day, as the grinder broke down and maintenance was unable to finish the grinding. Cardwell feels that the quote is very reasonable at $550.00. The city will be responsible for the cleanup but overall, it will save money. The mayor and council agreed to the $550.00.

Gravel: The city has received invoices for having the gravel hauled in. There is still more rock that will need to be hauled at a later date. 

Summer help: Cardwell hired Ryan and he is working on the band shell, 3 other applications were received for summer help but maintenance is keeping up so there’s no reason to hire anyone else.

24. Clerk 	
City Code: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that the city code is on the city website, and we received 10 binders of code for the office. If the council would like to take a book home to read or scan the code they are welcome to.

Idaho Gem Grant: Clerk Schmidt and Maintenance Cardwell have worked up a stormdrain project for the alley behind St. John Hardware to correct the runoff to the city system, upgrade city services and pave the alley. The grant is for $50,000 and the city match is wage and equipment. The council was in favor of the project as it would really benefit the downtown area.

Wellness Champion: Schmidt attended a III-A wellness Champion webinar and will be promoting wellness with our organization so I will be sending you all information…will see how it goes.


25. Fire Department: no report


26. Code Enforcement: no report

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Zenner moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:11AM, motion was seconded by Cm.   Heartburg, motion carried. 
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: July 14th and Aug. 11th at 7AM

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, July 14th at 7:00AM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer



CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
May 12, 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON May 12, 2025. 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 7:00AM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 7:01AM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Kelby Heartburg, Kimberly Ingram (via Teams) and Mike Jensen, Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell, Fire Chief David Kuther, and Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. Visitor was resident Dan Johnson. Cm. James Zenner was absent.   

PUBLIC COMMENT
Dan wants to know what is up with the dumpster situation. He said that he can come up with more money and manpower for cleanups. He added that he plans to put up an 800 square foot manufactured home on a lot on Beech Street in between his other two. He has started a building permit and Cardwell reviewed the site to verify that the sewer that runs across Johnsons lot doesn’t interfere with the placement of the home. Dan is working to get the foundation plans drawn. The council had no issues with the project.

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 04/14/2025 were approved by a motion by Cm. Heartburg, motion was seconded by Cm. Jensen, motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated April 14, 2025, was examined, and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $432,193.77

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Jensen and seconded by Cm. Heartburg in total of $63,154.79 which included a grant disbursement of $26,009.11 check numbers 18089 through 18130. Receipts from the last meeting were shown as $64,463.41. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well as all signed the Claim Approval Report for May.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	
23. LC Sheriff Contract FY2025-2026: The contract for the coming year is for $49,978.27, which is a 3% increase over last year’s contract while the in-kind services for the city hanger property was increased by 6% for a total of $12,258.68. Therefore, the city will pay $37,719.59 in the coming year. Following review of the contract for sheriff services Cm. Ingram moved to accept the contract as presented, Cm. Jensen seconded the motion, motion carried.

24. Nuisance Report: Cardwell informed the council that he needs to speak with the homeowner at 202 Oak Street regarding the placement of a dumpster, so he hasn’t yet ordered anything. The roll off on 5th Avenue is nearly full and will have it replaced with another for residential use. Cm. Ingram added that they are in conversation with Dawna Lux regarding the removal of the condemned house on the corner of Pine and 2nd. Clerk Schmidt added that Code Enforcement Officer Bateman informed her and sent pictures that Arnie Gehrke hauled 13 cars off his property this last weekend with more to go this coming weekend. Clerk Schmidt also informed that the certified letter to Montgomery was refused at the post office. Cardwell and Schmidt spoke with KrisAnn about getting anything she wants out of the annex building behind the Methodist church as a dumpster will be ordered for that building and anything left in the building will go in the dumpster with the building.

25. Land App Project Update: A pre-construction meeting for Phase 2 was held last Thursday morning with Crea Construction, a couple subcontractors, JUB and the city. Crea will finish a couple outstanding jobs from Phase 1 and get that phase completed to move on to Phase 2. Crea has submitted several submittals that JUB is working through. No firm number on the cost of construction for the building to be constructed between the reservoirs. JUB worked up plans for the necessary drainage needed for the project. Cardwell has a contractor reviewing the building plans as Cardwell has had issues finding a contractor with a public works license.  

26. Legion Hall Update: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that Tony Tenne with the Idaho Department of Commerce was in Nezperce for a site visit to the reservoirs as that block grant is completed, final paperwork has been finished. Clerk Schmidt took Tony to the Legion Hall to discuss remodeling the Legion Hall and moving the seniors to the building. The city can apply for $250,000 and because it is a senior center we will not have to complete an LMI survey. Dodd Snodgrass suggested that the RFP for architecture be advertised and chosen should be the next step to move forward.

27. Maintenance Computer and Printer: Cardwell informed the council that he needs a new computer and printer for the public works office.  Cm. Ingram moved to purchase a new computer, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried. Clerk Schmidt will order the computer. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
27. Maintenance

Sewer: Cardwell informed the council that they are discharging to get the ponds as low as possible prior to Phase 2 starting up. Following the EPA impromptu visit Cardwell received a list of questions which were completed and returned to the EPA but there wasn’t any other correspondence. Cardwell saw a guy who appeared to be taking samples from Long Hollow Creek and suspected that he was a tribal representative. Cardwell added that the new control building should be completed this week.

Streets: Cardwell had gravel hauled to town 3 days last week and the remaining gravel will stary where it is until later in the year. Cardwell will be prepping Beech and Cedar Streets for chip sealing this July. 

Parks: The plants for the pots have been purchased and Cardwell asked Jensen how many pots he would like to see vegetables in. No set number discussed was left to Cardwell’s discretion. Maintenance will be mowing and spraying parks for broadleaf. He will check with Michelle Koepl about spraying at the county and follow up with a few residents as well.

RV Park: Cardwell informed that Ken Kuther is thinking about putting in an RV park on his property on south Birch Streets for year-round rentals. That property is zoned residential so he would need to get a conditional use permit. 

28. Clerk 	
Clerk Schmidt informed the council about the $100 gift card for residents that sign up for BMS Pay.

Schmidt applied for .gov domain which was approved and brings several layers of protection for the website after a zoom meeting with a website provider that specializes on city websites called TownCloud. Schmidt has been comparing website costs between TownCloud and GoDaddy and asking other Idaho cities about their experiences with TownCloud. From the zoom meeting a TownCloud website is user and administrator friendly and is ADA compliant for those with disabilities.

To simplify things for the city and county the county proposed combining 3 parcel numbers on the Payne field to one parcel number. 

9th Avenue – Clerk Schmidt showed the council a street map of Seeds Inc. property to see that the county has 9th Avenue in a different location than what the city has. This makes sense as it has used and maintained while the city map location of 9th Avenue has a couple buildings encroaching the street area and could not be used as a street. With this change the clerk will need to renumber a few of their buildings.

29. Fire Department 
Chief Kuther will be picking up some used fire department gear from Richland and will need to purchase some additional equipment. They also need to update some used equipment that doesn’t last.

30. Code Enforcement
Steve’s report was included under Nuisance update.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER
Mayor Nelson will continue working with Lions Club president Wyatt Lux regarding a long-term lease agreement for the Senior Center Building.

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Ingram moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:44AM, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. 
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: June 9th and July 14th at 7AM

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, May 12th at 7:00AM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
April 14, 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON April 14, 2025. 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 7:00AM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 7:00AM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, James Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, Kimberly Ingram and Mike Jensen, Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell and Ben Mauer, Code Enforcement Officer Steve Bateman, Fire Chief David Kuther, and Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. Visitors were residents Michelle Lyons, Jim Freemen, Dave Gates, Sean Crème, Terry Perrine, Wayne Barnett and JC Hudson. Special guests were Amy Manning Executive Director of the III-A, Sheriff Jason Davis and Auditor Jordan Zwygart.

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 03/10/2025 were approved by a motion by Cm. Heartburg, motion was seconded by Cm. Ingram, motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated April 14, 2025, was examined, and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $489,172.76

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Jensen and seconded by Cm. Ingram in total of $114,798.84 which included a grant disbursement of $12,187.59 check numbers 18034 through 18088. Check numbers 18057 and 18058 and 18082, 18083 and 18084 were voided. Receipts from the last meeting were shown as $43,666.59. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well as all signed the Claim Approval Report for April.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	

28. LC Sheriff visit – Sheriff Davis: Sheriff Davis informed that he is beginning the budgeting process for the upcoming annual contract and asked the council if they would like to participate. He explained that they are in the process of a county communications assessment to address the areas of the county that have little or no service. The department is working to update equipment as the oldest equipment goes back to 2011 and the newest equipment is from 2018. They are upgrading car radios as well. Davis informed us that all emergency management funds are on hold due to the federal government. He made the council aware that there will be items repossessed from the Hamilton property so he anticipates that those staying in the house will leave. 

29. FYE24 Audit Report – Jordan Zwygart: Jordan provided the annual report highlighting the areas of the audit that need reviewed by council. Overall, he informed that the audit is compliant with GASB standards. Following the report Cm. Zenner moved to approve the audit as presented, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried.

30. Nuisance Report: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that after the last meeting several letters were sent to residents asking them to abate their nuisances, other letters were sent asking residents to mow, remove vehicles in the right-of-way and finish a retaining wall project that began last fall. She added that she looked at those properties and can tell that a few residents have been working on their issues but that several haven’t. Schmidt is working with the person in charge of the Methodist Church property who agreed to having and paying for the annex building removal. A question came up about whether those types of buildings can be burnt as training for the fire department. Chief Kuther stated that the tribe doesn’t allow those types of burns any longer. Steve Bateman informed that he is working with those who are making an effort to clean up and with those that are not receptive to letters from the city. He would like to see the city get a dumpster for tires only as several residents have a surplus of tires that need removed. Jim Freeman asked, “what’s the main issue: tires or property cleanup?” The Lions club would rather assist in a community wide cleanup day than pay for dumpsters. The residents were present to find out what the council is doing about nuisance properties. Michelle Lyons informed that the weather hasn’t cooperated with the retaining wall project and that they have physical ailments that make completing the project difficult; JC Hudson added that he isn’t in great physical shape but is working on his property.
City Attorney Lewis: Lewis provided an email to the council on the subject: Declaratory Judgments and their application to Nuisance Properties. The email explained that the council can file a case against a property of nuisance and receive a judgement. The homeowner would be responsible for the cleanup with the judgement and if they don’t follow through themselves then the city can force a cleanup at the city’s expense. To recover costs after the abatement by the city we would have to file a lien against the property. Following discussion Cm. Ingram moved to deem both properties of Arnold Gehrke and the property of Jeremy Montgomery as nuisance and to file the appropriate paperwork against Arnold Gehrke’s 202 5th Avenue for a Declaratory Judgement. Cm. Zenner seconded the motion, motion carried.

31. Records Retention Resolution R2025: Motion by Cm. Zenner to approve Records Retention Resolution R2025-8, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried.

32. III-A Annual Report – Executive Director Amy Manning: Amy gave the annual III-A report and highlighted the areas of growth of both the trust and membership. There are a total of 114 agencies with a total membership of 6,440 and of that 2,448 are employees. The annual budget of the III-A $37,686,976. The City of Nezperce is one of the founding members of the agency. 

33. JUB General Services Contract: Mayor Nelson reiterated the city’s issues with the contract which held up the signing of the contract. Let it be noted that the motion to approve the contract with the city’s requested changes was made at the March council meeting. The contract was signed.

34. Senior Center Bldg. Lease Proposal: President Wyatt Lux informed the clerk that the Lions Club decided to rent or lease the building long term plus expenses if the council agreed. The council discussed insurance for the building; Mayor Nelson will follow up with Wyatt. The Lions could then put their cash towards improvements.

35. Fair Housing Month Proclamation: Cm. Jensen moved to make April Fair Housing Month in Nezperce and sign the proclamation, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried.

36. “Just for the Hill of It” Donation: The council agreed to donate the $40 as they have done in previous year.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
31. Maintenance	

Water: Cardwell reported that the electrical conduit is run for Well #4 and has a call into Live Wire to hook it up.

Verizon: Cardwell was contacted by Verizon as they are upgrading their antennas on the water tower.

Sewer: Cardwell informed the council that we had a surprise visit from the EPA for a sanitary survey. Cardwell added that he is expecting to see a report from the EPA officer any day.

Land Ap Project: The new control building at the lagoons has been framed, metal for the outside is ordered. The contractor plans for the building at the reservoirs have arrived. Cardwell is getting bids on the building. Cardwell added that the contractor mentioned the hoist for that building will cost $40,000.00 to pull the pump once a year and wondered if it wouldn’t be better to rent a boom truck annually.

Summer Help: With mowing season in gear maintenance will be looking for summer help.

Streets: Cardwell is gearing up for chip sealing and he thinks it is best to tackle one side of town at a time and this year plans to seal coat the east side of town. He asked the council if he could get started on getting the gravel from Arnzen’s hauled in as needed instead of having it done all at once and having to rent equipment to pile it. The council agreed.

Stormdrain Repair: The project at Columbia Grain was completed.

Sidewalk: Cardwell is going to contact the homeowner with the sidewalk between 5th and 6th on Pine and offer to pull the sidewalk for the installation of a new sidewalk.

Other: Cardwell met with John Marshall regarding building a tiny house or putting a 5th wheel on his pasture property on Willow asking what he would need to do. Water service is in close proximity while the sewer would need to run to Birch Street. He sold his house.

Arbor Day: This year the Arbor Day project will be stump grinding followed by a council hosted barbecue at Memorial Park for the community on April 25, 2025.

32. Clerk 	
IIIA Training: There will be a training in Nezperce in May for employees, and we get to pick the topic for the training.
Neighborhood Party: Clerk Schmidt read an email from the resident planning a block party for Monday, June 2nd 5-8PM. The resident asked for the road to be closed so that the group could mingle in the street for a few hours. The council agreed to the road closure request.
Site Visit: Tony Tenne from the Idaho Department of Commerce will be in Nezperce to view the Land App project on April 22.
AIC meeting in Moscow: Rhonda and Leigh will attend the AIC meeting while Bridget will man the office from 9AM to 1PM.
Lead and Copper Training: There will be training for staff in the Lead and Copper Rules on April 17th; a circuit rider from IRWA will be present for the training.
LEPC Meeting: Clerk Schmidt attended the LEPC April meeting in the training room and found it very informative.

33. Fire Department 
Chief Kuther informed the council that the Fireman’s Dinner Fundraiser was well attended as they made over $12,000 in donations. With this event as it is today, they take away more money as there are little expenses compared to the Fireman’s Dance event they had previously. He added that he has had two motors repaired.

34. Code Enforcement
Earlier in the meeting Steve reported on the residents that he has been working with and those who aren’t receptive to his visits. He stated that tires are an issue in town at several residents and would like to see a dumpster come to town for tires only.

PUBLIC COMMENT
All public comments were made earlier in the meeting under the Nuisance Report. 

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Heartburg moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25AM, motion was seconded by Cm. Jensen, motion carried. 
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: May 12th and June 9th at 7AM
AIC District Meeting – April 23rd
CEDA Annual Meeting – April 24th 
Arbor Day – April 25th 
Community Wide Yard Sale Day – May 10th 

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, May 12th at 7:00AM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
PUBLIC HEARING AND
REGULAR MEETING 
March 10, 2025

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON March 10, 2025. 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 5:30 PM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 5:30 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, James Zenner, Kelby Heartburg (entered the meeting at 6:00PM), and Mike Jensen, Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell and Ben Mauer, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. Visitors were JUB engineer Steven Schramm, Laysn Berry Clerk for City of Craigmont, resident Dan Johnson and Lions Club President Wyatt Lux. Cm. Kim Ingram was absent.

PUBLIC HEARING
1. Block Grant WW Land App Project:  CEDA Executive Director Dodd Snodgrass was present to talk about the ICDBG Block Grant and provided a handout that included the project scope, completed work, and budget. He and was willing to answer questions regarding the block grant funding for the project. Dodd will be closing out the project with commerce as the funding has been used. Dan Johnson asked what the city committed to the project; the city passed a $5 million dollar bond; he asked if the project will smell and it was explained that the wastewater will be treated as it currently is and reserved in the reservoirs until time to irrigate the field, so there should not be any smell. Public hearing completed at 5:50PM.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Mayor Nelson asked Dan Johnson if he was visiting for a specific reason and Dan said that he was following up on nuisance properties for the Senior Citizens. Dan stated that it (Nezperce) is getting junkie and bringing down property values.  Mayor Nelson replied that the council is concerned as well and have been addressing the issue. Dan suggested that the council get a Declaratory Judgement against property owners which is a legal action that would force a cleanup as directed by the court. Clerk Schmidt will follow up with the city attorney and get her recommendations.

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 02/10/2025 were approved with a correction that Arnzen would charge $7,500 for his loader to load the gravel and the city would have to pay for trucking the gravel to town. Cm. Jensen, moved to approve the minutes with the correction, motion was seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried. The council asked if there was a storage fee and asked how many tons are we talking? Cardwell answered that there are 15,000 tons to move and there has not been any discussion regarding a storage fee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated March 10, 2025, was examined, and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $506,887.87

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Jensen and seconded by Cm. Heartburg in the total $69,133.97 which included a grant disbursement of $15,859.82 check numbers 17989 through 18033. Receipts from the last meeting were shown as $43,225.85. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well as all signed the Claim Approval Report for March.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	

1. JUB General Services Contract: Mayor Nelson and Cm. Ingram met to discuss the proposed contract after the February council meeting. One issue to address was cyber security insurance as the city is insured to 1 million. The contract was updated to reflect the city’s insurance cap but the remaining clause states that the city is liable for everything over the 1 million. The city would like the rest of the clause to be removed. The council would like the contract to expire on the last day of 2025, which was updated by Steven since February. Lastly, the council wants to address “Part D” for an hourly breakdown of wages. Mayor Nelson asked the council for a motion to approve the contract after the requested changes are completed so we can sign the contract prior to the next regular meeting. Cm. Jensen made a motion to accept the JUB contract with completed changes, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried. Regarding Phase 2 of the wastewater project Steven asked if we received information on permit compliance and a discharge permit; which we have. Craig asked for assistance understanding the reuse permit. It was agreed that Steven would give a training for Craig, Ben, Rhonda and Leigh. Craig added that he will be pulling the information for the February DMR and get it to Steven. Steven then turned to a meeting held with the contractor and engineer regarding Phase 2. Steven wanted the council to chime in on the discussions from that meeting. It was suggested that the “shade structure” be changed to a wooden building and enclosed. This way everything would be protected from weather. Cardwell added that Crea anticipated that the cost for an enclosed building would be another $100,000.00 over the shade structure cost. The council would like a cost comparison. Steven wanted the council to be aware of additional engineering fees with a redesign of a building as well. Craig added that he asked about a possible change of having the road follow the lay of the land. Another change discussed was changing the pipe from PVC to HDPE pipe. With this change comes some thought regarding attaching the sprinkler heads. Another positive that came out of that meeting happened when the group made a site visit the engineers were able to see that drainage needs to be addressed as they found standing water following the snow melt off. They also saw that water had gotten under the liner.

2. Senior Center Bldg.- Lions President Wyatt Lux: Discussion regarding the Lions purchasing 501 Cedar Street to rehab the upstairs into a half court for kids to play basketball continued. The Lions hoped to get a deal on the building. Clerk Schmidt added that there are several legal steps to complete before things go any further. Wyatt will speak with the Lions as they are working on how to come up the funds for a purchase.

3. Subdivision Ordinance 2025-07: Mayor Nelson asked for a motion to suspend the rules. Cm. Jensen moved to suspend the rules while Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion. 

Roll call vote follows.
Cm. Heartburg aye,
Cm. Zenner aye,
Cm. Jensen aye,
Cm. Ingram absent.

Cm. Zenner moved to adopt Subdivision Ordinance 2025, Cm. Jensen seconded the motion.

Roll call vote follows.
Cm. Heartburg aye,
Cm. Zenner aye,
Cm. Jensen aye,
Cm. Ingram absent.

4. Ordinance Codification Question:  City Attorney Lewis has asked the council for a decision on traffic violations of a DUI or Driving on a suspended license. The council reviewed the question and would like them to remain an infraction with a $300 fine and potential jail time on both. The council asked if say a flower pot was damaged by a DUI driver would the city get reimbursed for the loss of the pot? Clerk Schmidt will ask Lewis for more information.

5. Records Retention Resolution R2025-8: Tabled until the next meeting to allow council to review the resolution completely. Cm. Jensen moved to table Records resolution and Title VI Resolution until next meeting, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried. 

6. Title VI Revision Resolution R2025-9: Tabled as pertinent information was yet to be received by city attorney. *Update: City Attorney Lewis spoke with a ITD representative regarding the Title VI request for a revision and found that ITD had confused the City of Nezperce with Nez Perce County so we will stay with the policy drafted and adopted by the council last July 2024.

7. BMS Pay Agreements: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that she had the City Attorney review the agreements and that Lewis had asked for a couple changes that were addressed and that the agreements now meet counsel approval. Cm. Zenner made a motion to sign the agreements and move forward with BMS Pay, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried.

8. Employee Evaluations: The council reviewed the employee evaluations. Cm. Jensen moved to approve the evaluations as discussed; motion was seconded by Cm. Zenner. Motion carried.

9. Arbor Day – Project Idea and Date: The council agreed to the annual community barbecue following a stump grinding day for an Arbor Day project on April 25, 2025. Cardwell will get a quote on a stump grinder for the day.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
1. Maintenance
Storm drain issue: Cardwell reported that he and Ben are working to fix an issue at Columbia Grain; they plan to install a 12-inch culvert to replace the cobbled together mess they found.

Sewer:  A power surge last Friday the seventh blew a transformer to the lagoons and maintenance has had to work to get the pumps up running again.

Streets: Maintenance has removed the plows hoping that the snow is over with for the year. Plans are underway for crack sealing on streets before seal coating. The flatbed Chevy needs tires.

Grant: Cardwell would like to put together another catch basin project for the alley between Oak Street and Pine Street to fix the drainage issue there. 

2. Clerk: 
Clerk Schmidt informed the council that she received a letter from Oscar and Becky Tiegs as they want to split their property and give half to their son. As far as we know there are no service lines that would affect a split.

3.    Fire Department: No report

4.    Code Enforcement: Steve has received calls from residents complaining about their neighbors and is addressing those concerns.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: Cm.  Jensen made a motion to adjourn at 7:15 PM, motion was seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried.
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: April 14th and May 12th at 7AM

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, April 14th at 7:00AM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
February 10, 2025

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON February 10, 2025. 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 5:30 PM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 5:30 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, James Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, and Kimberly Ingram (via teams), Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell and Ben Mauer, Fire Chief Dave Kuther, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt, Deputy Clerk Leigh Ross (via Teams), JUB engineer Steven Schraman and resident Laysn Berry, who is also the new City Clerk of Craigmont. Cm. Mike Jensen was absent.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 01/13/2025 were approved upon a motion by Cm. Heartburg, motion was seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated February 10, 2025, was examined, and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $543,175.53

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm. Zenner and seconded by Cm. Heartburg in the total $99,605.82 which included a grant disbursement of $33,904.24 check numbers 17947 through 17988. Receipts from the last meeting were shown as $181,523.48. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well as all signed the Claim Approval Report for February.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	

37. Nuisance Properties: Dan Johnson was unable to attend, however, he sent an email to Clerk Schmidt and Mayor Nelson requesting the mayor attend the seniors citizens meal and give them an update on the steps the city is taking with the nuisance properties. Mayor Nelson said that he would get there on Thursday.




38. Phase 2 Update – JUB Steven Schramm: Steven informed that all the contract information has been completed and sent to Crea Construction to finalize. Steven added that the rebid process cost $27,621.60 for the repackaging of Phase 2. Attached is a copy of the JUB Memo that says that they plan to absorb this cost into their current project budget.

39. JUB General Services Contract:  The proposed contract was given to the council to review as well as the city attorney who had a few questions for the council prior to the council accepting and signing. Steven asked who has the authority to authorize work; the council and Maintenance Cardwell have the authority to authorize work. Until the new contract is accepted Steven will use the existing agreement to complete the monthly DMR.

40. Senior Center Valuation Update: The council received a copy of the current valuation on the Senior Center if it had to be replaced. From that number Mayor Nelson will work on getting a sale price for the building.

41. Ordinance Codification Questions: Clerk Schmidt had created a list of questions for the council and the group worked through each of the questions. Clerk Schmidt will then compile their answers and send them to the city attorney for her review.

42. Ordinance 2025-03 Mayoral Compensation: Mayor Nelson asked for a motion to dispense with the rule requiring 3 different readings by title or in full and to suspend the rules. Cm. Heartburg moved to suspend the rules while Cm. Zenner seconded the motion, Mayor Nelson asked for a roll call vote.

Roll call vote was as follows:
	Cm. Ingram  Aye,
	Cm. Heartburg Aye,
	Cm. Zenner Aye,
	Cm. Jensen Absent,

Upon motion by Cm. Zenner to approve Ordinance 2025-03 and seconded by Cm. Heartburg. Mayor Nelson asked for a roll call vote to accept Ordinance 2025-03.

Roll call vote was as follows:
	Cm. Ingram  Aye,
	Cm. Heartburg Aye,
	Cm. Zenner Aye,
	Cm. Jensen Absent,

43. Ordinance 2025-04 Council Compensation: Upon motion by Cm. Ingram to approve Ordinance 2025-04 and seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried by the following roll call vote.

	Cm. Ingram  Aye,
	Cm. Heartburg Aye,
	Cm. Zenner Aye,
	Cm. Jensen Absent,

44. Ordinance 2025-05 Policies & Procedures for Utility Payments, Late Fees and Disconnection: Upon motion by Cm. Heartburg to approve Ordinance 2025-05 and seconded by Cm. Ingram, motion carried by the following roll call vote.

	Cm. Ingram  Aye,
	Cm. Heartburg Aye,
	Cm. Zenner Aye,
	Cm. Jensen Absent,

45. Ordinance 2025-06 Water & Sewer Hookups and Service Disconnection: Upon motion by Cm. Zenner to approve Ordinance 2025-04 and seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried by the following roll call vote.

	Cm. Ingram  Aye,
	Cm. Heartburg Aye,
	Cm. Zenner Aye,
	Cm. Jensen Absent,

46. Ordinance 2025-07 Subdivision Ordinance: The council reviewed the ordinance and addressed questions and made decisions as needed to complete the ordinance. The information was passed on to the attorney to compile and complete the ordinance for adoption in March.

47. PRLD Update: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that after several months of not having a librarian that the district hired, and the new person starts Monday the 10th. The library has been closed and hardly open during the transition which very much upsetting to members in the community as the district was not sending a substitute and keeping the doors open its regularly scheduled hours. There are also concerns about missing furniture and a vacuum. 

48. Employee Evaluations: Mayor Nelson informed the council that it is evaluation time again for Craig, Rhonda and Ben. He added that he will be filling out the evaluations for Craig and Rhonda but in turn they will be filling out the evaluations for their employees. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
3. Maintenance

Water: Power pole to well 4 is leaning over from the weight of trees at 102 5Th Avenue. Craig started a conversation with Kelby who represents St. John Lutheran Church to find out if they would allow for a pole in the yard or if they would prefer that the city run the electrical in the ground to the well. Cm. Heartburg said that they prefer the electrical in the ground.

Sewer: The building materials were ordered and delivered. Cardwell is working to find a contractor to construct the frame. He thought he had a crew, but they backed out. Cardwell brough up the Phase 2 structure and talked to the council about enclosing the building to protect all the controls and supplies that we will need to house. It will be a change order but can be built and save some money.

Streets: Plowing and hauling snow is in the schedule. Bought a new set of chains for the dump truck as the old ones were worn out. Craig talked with Randy Arnzen about hauling the city’s rock to town from where it is stored, and he said that it would cost $7,500.00 to haul it to town.

Christmas All decorations and lights are put away.

Roll Off:  Maintenance will order a roll-off to clean out the newly found mystery room so that we can use it for storage. 

4. Clerk: 
Clerk Schmidt informed the council that she and Leigh sat through a webinar demonstration of a new model of bill pay that Black Mountain is promoting. Schmidt will share more information about this portal  adding that it does cost $1,260.00 annually but added that this portal has the ability to create recurring payments. They also have a few ideas on how to promote the usage of the portal to the residents. The more people we get to use the software the more the city saves on postage and paper stock. This portal also posts directly to customer accounts so that there is less room for errors and timely payments. Clerk Schmidt will forward more information on the portal as she gets it.

5. Fire Department: Chief Kuther informed that he has tentatively scheduled the Firemen’s dinner fundraiser for April 5th. Cardwell added that all the fire extinguishers have been certified for another year.

4.    Code Enforcement: No report from the enforcer but Cardwell had Schmidt make some signage for the airport informing people to not drive on the runway and enter at your own risk.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Heartburg made a motion to adjourn at 7:13PM, motion was seconded by Cm. Zenner, motion carried.
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: March 10th at 5:30PM and April 14th at 7AM
Holiday Closures: February 17th 


The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, March 10th at 5:30PM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
January 13, 2025

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON January 13, 2025. 

PLACE: Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 5:30 PM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 4:40 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Mike Jensen, Kelby Heartburg, and Kimberly Ingram, Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell and Ben Mauer, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt and Deputy Clerk Leigh Ross (via Teams). JUB Engineer Steven Schramm (via Teams), and community member Wyatt Lux. Councilmember James Zenner was absent.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 12/9/2024 were approved upon a motion by Cm. Jensen, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated January 13, 2025, was examined, and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $405,897.59

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon motion by Cm.   Jensen and seconded by Cm. Ingram in the total $53,644.62 which included a grant disbursement of $397,506.84 check numbers 17897 through 17946. Receipts since the last meeting were shown as $404,426.37. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well as all signed the Claim Approval Report for January.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	

1.  Lions are interested in the use or ownership of the Senior Center – Wyatt Lux, Lions Pres.: Wyatt explained to the council that the Lions Club is interested in the Senior Center to convert the upstairs into a youth sports facility. The club would like to know if the city is interested in selling, renting or leasing the building to the Lions Club. Mayor Nelson said that they would entertain the idea of selling it if we had a buyer. Comments were made that it would be a good opportunity for a youth sports center. It will take some money and work to convert the upstairs into a sports center. Maintenance Supervisor Cardwell informed that the water to the bathroom has been shut off and he can show him how to turn it on. Wyatt added that the club realizes that they would need to put money into it and that the Senior Center would need to stay in the building until the city remodels the Legion Hall. Cm. Ingram made a motion to entertain the option of selling the building to the Lions Club once we have more information, Cm. Jensen seconded, motion carried. Clerk Schmidt will research the value of the building.

2.  Land App Project Update: Phase 2 Contractor approval: Mayor Nelson reconfirmed that Crea Construction was the lowest responsive bidder for Phase 2 on December 31, 2024. Motion by Cm. Heartburg to accept Crea Construction as low bidder and moved to award the contract to Crea, motion was seconded by Cm. Jensen, motion carried. 

3.  Liquor Licenses Approval: Cm. Jensen moved to approve the 2 liquor licenses for the following businesses: The Only Store, and the Nezperce Hotel. Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried.

4.  Post Office Box Annual Fee $154.00 a year plus $10.00 for the key deposit: Cm. Jensen motioned to pay the fee and keep the same PO Box the city has had for the last 20 years, Cm. Ingram seconded; motion carried.

5.  Defibrillators – Should we have one on hand? The maintenance department attended a CPR class, and it was discovered that we don’t have a defibrillator, council asked that the Maintenance Supervisor investigate the purchase of one as well as the price. 

6.  Subdivision Ordinance Review/Questions: Clerk Schmidt took the county ordinance and semi-revised it for the city as suggested by City Attorney Lewis. Schmidt will forward it to Lewis for complete revision. Once Lewis has revised Schmidt will forward it to the council for another review.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
6. Maintenance
DEQ Letter: Maintenance Cardwell informed the council that DEQ required the city to send a notice to each resident because the Lead & Copper Survey was submitted after the due date. Those letters were mailed with the December utility bills in January. 

Water: The power pole at Well 4 is falling over and will need to be replaced.

Sewer: Discharging has commenced in January. Supplies to frame the new control building has arrived, Cardwell hopes he finds help to frame the building.

106 Pine Street: Cardwell was happy to have the trailer torn down and removed.

Christmas Lights: Maintenance will get the lights down and put away as time allows.

Streets: Avista will be called to replace a few streetlights. Cardwell learned that there are rings that can be placed on top of sewer manholes in the streets that raise the lids and are less of a bump to drive over. The council informed of a pothole in Pine that is growing and one at the school that needs addressed.

CEUS: Cardwell and Mauer will be attending water training on Thursday.

7. Clerk: 
Clerk Schmidt was approached about using the training room for the 2025 Victory Garden Series class. The council discussed and decided they would charge $120 for the series, and Clerk Schmidt attend the class for free.

Dan Johnson emailed about coming to the next meeting to discuss nuisance issues.

8. Fire Department: no report

4.    Code Enforcement: no report

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Heartburg made a motion to adjourn at 5:40PM, motion was seconded by Cm. Jensen, motion carried.
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: February 10th and March 10th at 5:30PM
Holiday Closures: January 20th and February 17th 


The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, February 10th at 5:30PM at City Hall. 
 

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
December 9, 2024

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON December 9, 2024. 

PLACE:  Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 5:30 PM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 5:30 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, James Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, and Kimberly Ingram via Teams, Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell and Ben Mauer, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. Visiting was JUB engineer Steven Schramm via Teams. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 11/18/24 and 11/20/2024 were approved upon a motion by Cm. Zenner, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated December 9, 2024, was examined, and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $356,726.90 

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon a motion by Cm. Heartburg and seconded by Cm. Zenner in the total $43,989.84 which includes grant disbursements of $2,000.00 check numbers 17864 through 17896. Receipts since the last meeting were shown as $41,541.87. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well as all signed the Claim Approval Report for December.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	
49. Land App Project Update: Substantial Completion-Craig had nothing new to report. Engineer Schramm informed the council that the Phase II plans have been updated to reflect the changes made to the HVAC components making it easier to read. It was decided to advertise on December 12th  and 19th, with bids opened on December 30th at 2:00 PM. Schramm suggested that we have a mandatory pre-bid meeting. Therefore, anyone wanting to bid the phase would have to be present to bid. The mandatory pre-bid meeting date was set for December 19th  at 2PM.

50. Annual Road and Street Report: Annual report was reviewed and approved upon motion by Cm. Zenner, the motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg. Motion carried.


51. Resolution R2025-1 – LC Transportation Plan Update Review and Adopt: The resolution  was reviewed and approved, upon a motion by Cm. Zenner, the motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg. Motion carried.

52. VoIP Quote Review – Ooma new quote at $71.80 a month for life and free phones: Clerk Schmidt reported that this quote needs to be decided upon as after December 31, the offer goes away. Upon motion by Cm. Heartburg to approve and accept the Ooma quote and seconded by Cm. Zenner, the motion carried.

53. Holiday Party –Saturday, Dec. 22 from 1-4PM at the Legion Hall. Bring your family and an appetizer to share. We will play games and there will be a contest for the ugliest sweater. Chili and cornbread will be provided.

54. Nezperce Service League Donation Drive: Cm. Zenner moved to donate $100, Cm. Heartburg 2nd the motion, motion carried.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
9. Maintenance
Parks: Maintenance Cardwell informed that the Christmas lights and decorations are up.

Lagoon Control Building: Cardwell reported that the footings are done. He is now looking for an outside contractor to help get that building framed up.

Janitorial Duties:  Clerk Schmidt and Maintenance Cardwell have interviewed and want to hire Dale Remon to perform janitorial services for city buildings; he comes with years of experience. He will also do the cleaning at the library for the Friends.

Property Cleanup: Maintenance will be tearing down and disposing of the trailer at 106 Pine Street.

Storage Room Found: While working in the old fire station on Oak, maintenance discovered a room that no one knew about! Maintenance will clean it out and will find a use for it.

Airport:  There is an issue with residents driving down the runway to dump in the city burn pile. It is an issue when returning tires are muddy and leaving clumps of mud on the runway. Clerk Schmidt will make some signage. It was suggested to put up a “you’re on video” sign as well.

Other: Ben Mauer gets his cast off tomorrow.

10. Clerk 
Clerk Schmidt informed the council that she had a visit with Sheriff Davis who has been visiting with people living in campers informing them that is against the city code. He even arrested one and scared another out of town by frequent visits to a residence.

11. Fire Department: No report.

4.    Code Enforcement: 
Clerk Schmidt informed the council that Steve Bateman had no report for the month and would be gone for the next couple of weeks so would like paid the $300.00 as agreed upon. He added that he feels that he has done some good in the community and will continue as the weather allows.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER
Mayor Nelson informed the council that he would like to continue the tradition of giving gift cards to employees and suggested that the full-time employees receive $600, part-time $400 and summer help $100. Cm. Zenner moved to accept the amounts as the mayor suggested. Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Heartburg made a motion to adjourn at 6:10PM, motion was seconded by Cm.  Zenner, motion carried.
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: January 13th and February 10th at 5:30PM
Holiday Closures: December 25th and January 1st & 20th


The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, January 13th at 5:30PM at City Hall. 
 
_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
SPECIAL MEETING 
November 20, 2024

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON November 20, 2024. 

PLACE:  Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 5:30PM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 5:30PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Mike Jensen, James Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, and Kimberly Ingram, Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell and Ben Mauer, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. Via Teams were Deputy Clerk Leigh Ross, JUB Engineer Steven Schramm and Tommy LaRiviere, President. In person visiting were City Attorney McKenzie Lewis, and James Harris, LaRiviere’s Regional Manager.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
James Harris informed the council that he felt that their bid (LaRiviere) was complete as there were no new components so that makes the HVAC requirement incidental and would go through the electrical subcontractor. He added that their bid being $200,000 lower than the next bidder is a benefit to the community. President Tommy added that their bid was complete and that a sub to a sub doesn’t have to be listed. HVAC was not listed as a bid item therefore making it incidental.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	
55. Executive Session to discuss imminent litigation– Idaho Code 74-206-(1)(f) 
Mayor Nelson asked for a motion to move into executive session. Cm. Heartburg made a motion to move into executive session, Cm. Ingram seconded the motion. Mayor Nelson asked for a roll call vote.

Roll call vote was as follows:
	Cm. Ingram, aye;
	Cm. Heartburg, aye;
	Cm. Zenner, aye;
	Cm. Jensen, aye.
Mayor Nelson excused Mr. Harris and Ben Mauer from the meeting. The council went into executive session at 5:37PM and returned to regular session at 6:39PM.

56. Council decision regarding protest letter: Cm. Jensen motioned that we reject all bids and re-bid Phase 2 of the Reuse project in the interest of the public to clarify bid requirements and mitigate litigation risk. Motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Cm. Zenner to adjourn the meeting at 7:10PM, seconded by Cm. Ingram, motion carried.

_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer

		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: December 9th and January 13th at 5:30PM
Holiday Closures: November 28 & 29, December 25 and January 1 & 20


CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
SPECIAL/REGULAR MEETING 
November 18, 2024

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON November 18, 2024. This meeting was originally scheduled for the 12th moved to the 14th then postponed to the 18th due to unforeseen circumstances.

PLACE:  Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 7:00AM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 7:00AM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Mike Jensen, James Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, and Kimberly Ingram, Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt. Visiting was JUB engineer Steven Schramm, City Attorney McKenzie Lewis, resident Dale Barker, Regional Manager James Harris of LaRiviere.

PUBLIC HEARING
	1. Budget Amendment for FYE 2024: Mayor Nelson asked if anyone was present to speak on the budget amendment as no one was the hearing was closed.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Mayor Nelson asked Dale Barker if he was present to make a public comment. Dale informed the council that he wants clarification regarding utility bills. He said that Clerk Schmidt said that everyone pays the $5.00 and wants to know why the council does not pay for usage. He added that the clerk’s office could not come up with a document stating that the council doesn’t pay usage. Cm. Ingram informed Barker that water usage is a benefit to a councilman by evergreen contract. 

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	
1. Appropriation Ordinance Amendment 2024-12 - Review & Adopt: Mayor Nelson read the ordinance title and asked for a motion to suspend the rules and 2 readings of the ordinance. Cm. Zenner moved to suspend the rules, Cm. Ingram seconded the motion, motion carried with the following roll call vote.
Roll call vote was as follows:
	Cm. Ingram, aye;
	Cm. Heartburg, aye;
	Cm. Zenner, aye;
	Cm. Jensen, aye.

Cm. Zenner moved to adopt Ordinance 2024-12, Cm. Ingram seconded the motion, motion carried with the following roll call vote.
Roll call vote was as follows:
	Cm. Ingram, aye;
	Cm. Heartburg, aye;
	Cm. Zenner, aye;
	Cm. Jensen, aye.

2. Phase 1 Land App Project Update: Steven Schramm informed that the project is moving toward substantial completion. Maintenance Cardwell added that Crea is installing the screens on the pipe, gates and valves. The weather may make finishing up a challenge. Cardwell added that he has concrete coming to pour the floor at the chemical building at the lagoons.
3. Executive Session to discuss imminent litigation– Idaho Code 74-206-(1)(f): Mayor Nelson asked James why he was in attendance, and he replied that he is here to address LaRiviere’s bid and the project award. Mayor Nelson informed that the council was going to move into executive session to discuss the imminent litigation. Mayor Nelson asked for a motion to move into executive session according to Idaho Code 74-206(1)(f). Cm. Ingram made the motion to move to executive session while Cm. Zenner seconded the motion. Mayor Nelson asked for a roll call vote.
Roll call vote was as follows:
	Cm. Ingram, aye;
	Cm. Heartburg, aye;
	Cm. Zenner, aye;
	Cm. Jensen, aye.

Mayor Nelson asked Mr. Harris and Mr. Barker to leave the room; executive session began at 7:13AM and the council moved back into regular session at 7:57AM.
4.  Council decision regarding protest letter:  Cm. Zenner made a motion to reaffirm the council’s original decision made at the October 15th council meeting, Cm. Ingram seconded the motion. The roll call vote follows:
Cm. Ingram, aye;
	Cm. Heartburg, aye;
	Cm. Zenner, aye;
	Cm. Jensen, aye.

5. VoIP Quote Review – Ooma: Clerk Schmidt had shared the quote for $119.80. Cm. Heartburg will get the name of the provider the school is going through so we can approach them for a quote.

6. Christmas Party – Date and Theme: Clerk Schmidt will email spouses to coordinate a date and time for a holiday get together.
MINUTES of the previous meetings of 10/15/2024 were approved with the following correction to Item 1 upon a motion by Cm. Zenner, motion was seconded by Cm. Ingram, motion carried.

57. Mayor Nelson informed the council that 5 bids were received for Phase 2 of the Wastewater Land Ap project. The bids were reviewed by the engineer it was pointed out that JUB found the LaRiviere, Inc. bid “unresponsive” and advised that the bid results should be reviewed by the city attorney; so, when Nelson received the information, he forwarded everything to Attorney Lewis for her opinion. She made her recommendation in writing on 9/30/2024 that based on state code LaRiviere, Inc. cannot be considered qualified because they were “unresponsive” to the bid. She added that the city must award the bid to the qualified bidder with the lowest responsive bid. Cm. Jensen made a motion to accept the lowest responsive bid on the recommendation of legal counsel, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried. JUB will inform LaRiviere of the council’s decision.

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated November 18, 2024, was examined, and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $ 369,517.52

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon a motion by Cm.    Jensen and seconded by Cm. Heartburg in the total $186,603.92 which includes grant disbursements of $133,786.11 check numbers 17825 through 17863. Receipts since the last meeting were shown as $771,529.14. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well as all signed the Claim Approval Report for November.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
12. Maintenance
Water: The lead & copper survey was submitted to DEQ and it was rejected and returned to complete. Cardwell will finish it up and get it returned.

Sewer: Discharging begins next month. They are ready to pour concrete for the chemical building at the lagoons and will cost $8,000. 

Streets: Maintenance will fix the street where they cut to remove the root ball that was stuck in the mainline at Maple and 5th Avenue. Plows are ready for snow.

Parks: It is time again to pull out the Christmas lights and get them up.

Miscellaneous: Cardwell explained that we have found someone to clean our buildings, and he is interested. We will meet with him and get him going. The library will use this same person as well. Ben broke his wrist 2 weeks ago when reading meters.

13. Clerk 
Nuisance:  Clerk Schmidt informed the council that she received back 3 unopened certified letters, so this may be why there has been no progress on those properties.

Records Request: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that Dale Barker has filed record requests with city hall and has been asking questions regarding utility bills. Schmidt added that to clarify everyone pays the $5.00 SRL fee as it was part of the reuse project funding package. The only difference in Dale’s bill and the council’s bill is that the council does not pay for usage and hasn’t for longer than she has been with the city. Schmidt and Ross spent days reviewing minutes, ordinances and resolutions to find any kind of documentation on when it was decided that the council wouldn’t pay usage as a benefit to being a councilman. She suggested that we pass a resolution so that we have something in writing. Clerk Schmidt informed each of the council members of how much actual water usage they had over the last year. This council’s water usage totaled $464.23 for the 5 elected positions. City Attorney Lewis offered to write the resolution for next month’s meeting.

14. Fire Department: No report.

15. Code Enforcement: 
Bateman informed that he has had some success with Gehrke removing a few cars and the shed. Clerk Schmidt and attorney Lewis will discuss options moving forward.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Zenner made a motion to adjourn at  8:25AM, motion was seconded by Cm.  Heartburg, motion carried.
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: December 9th and January 13th at 5:30PM
Holiday Closures: November 28 & 29, December 25 and January 1 & 20


The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Monday, December 9th at 5:30PM at City Hall. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk183074783]_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer



CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO
REGULAR MEETING 
October 15, 2024

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEZPERCE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEZPERCE, IDAHO, HELD ON October 15, 2024. 

PLACE:  Nezperce City Hall, 606 Maple Street.				Time: 5:30PM

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY Mayor Tyler Nelson at 5:30PM

PRESENT were Councilmembers Tyler Nelson, Mike Jensen (via cell phone), James Zenner, Kelby Heartburg, Maintenance Department Craig Cardwell, and Ben Mauer, Clerk/Treasurer Rhonda Schmidt and Fire Chief Dave Kuther. Visiting was resident Candice Starkweather and 3 guests with Legacy Beef, LLC Miles Hatter, Larry Hatter and Clay Groom. Councilman Kimberly Ingram was absent.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Candice Starkweather brought up an animal problem. Kirkland’s dogs are always in her yard and has killed a chicken previously so this last time she made a formal complaint. Junkie yards is her other issue. She has personally contacted her neighbors asking them to clean up their yard as she feels that the condition of their property is keeping her from selling her house. Mayor Nelson informed that there is only so much the city can do and are thankful that that neighbors talk to neighbors. Nelson added that we are encouraging those folk to build a fence. Dog issues need to be directed to Sheriff Davis. 

MINUTES of the previous meetings of 9/9/2024 were approved as emailed upon a motion by Cm.  Zenner was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILLS:  
The Clerk’s Monthly Treasurer’s Report dated October 15, 2024, was examined, and approved, showing the following:

Funds on Hand                   $ 92,502.72 

All bills and payroll disbursements were examined and approved for payment upon a motion by Cm.      Heartburg and seconded by Cm. Zenner in the total $1,083,927.66 which includes grant disbursements of $1,012,121.76 check numbers 17769 through 17824. Receipts since the last meeting were shown as $806,542.75. Checks and stub approvals were signed appropriately by all parties as well as all signed the Claim Approval Report for October.

BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED	    
58. [bookmark: _Hlk183087306]Land App Project Update and Phase 2 Contractor Award: Mayor Nelson informed the council that 5 bids were received for Phase 2 of the Wastewater Land Ap project. The bids were reviewed by the engineer it was pointed out that JUB found the LaRiviere, Inc. bid “unresponsive” and advised that the bid results should be reviewed by the city attorney; so, when Nelson received the information, he forwarded everything to Attorney Lewis for her opinion. She made her recommendation in writing on 9/30/2024 that based on state code LaRiviere, Inc. cannot be considered qualified because they were “unresponsive” to the bid. She added that the city must award the bid to the qualified bidder with the lowest responsive bid. Cm. Jensen made a motion to accept the lowest responsive bid on the recommendation of legal counsel, Cm. Heartburg seconded the motion, motion carried. JUB will inform LaRiviere of the council’s decision.

59. Miles Hatter – Speaking on ag industry business to Nezperce: Miles Hatter, Larry Hatter and Clay Groom were present to speak to the council about a business opportunity. They are with Legacy Beef LLC and are looking for a community to take a beef cutting facility with an upgraded wastewater system. They added that they are looking at Nezperce and Craigmont as we are currently in the upgrade process. JUB has done some groundwork and knows the impact that this company will have on a system. The business needs a facility approximately a 40X100 with holding pens and will employee 7 or 8 employees; they have an agreement with Cloninger’s chain for the meat. They would need a maximum of 4,000 gallons of water a week. They have discussed containing the blood and shipping it to a facility so it wouldn’t go through the system. Maintenance Cardwell asked if there is a document or information on how to treat the waste in a facultative lagoon system; he added that we will need to have things reviewed and approved as we are just getting our feet on the ground with a reuse facility. The consensus of the council is that we are acceptable to new business, especially to grow our city. Clerk Schmidt provided a city zoning map as this type of business would be classified industrial.

60. Fiber Building Location Discussion: Mayor Nelson informed the council that the fiber project representatives have been looking for a property to construct a building for internet provider equipment; including a generator. The representatives really like the location here at the EMS building. They are proposing a 12 X 20 fenced area and discussed the northwest corner of the building. Chief Kuther suggested that they use an unfinished room inside the building and put in an exterior access door for the providers. It was agreed that we would like to take advantage of this offer and will inform the engineer of the option of building inside.

61. Update to Phone Service Provide: Clerk Schmidt informed the council that Nezperce Ag has successfully gone to a (VoIP) voice over internet service and were able to successfully pull their numbers from CenturyLink. Schmidt is getting more information on what company they contracted with but is nervous about making the change prior to the fiber coming to Nezperce. Currently the internet gets weird when there are several uses going on at the same time. Cm. Heartburg said that the school is going to a VoIP also and will get us the information so that we can get a quote from them.

62. Legion Hall Purchase Suggestion: Schmidt informed the council that she had a conversation with Mart Thompson of the Legion about the 25 feet the city was trying to purchase and Mart suggested we have fundraisers to cover the costs to the city. He suggested that Schmidt pull all the costs together for a survey and an appraisal so that we know the actual cost for the purchase. Mayor Nelson added that he will check with JUB as they have a survey crew to see what they would charge the city for a survey.

63. Birch Street Extension – 7th Ave. to 8th Ave.: Maintenance Cardwell informed the council that he is planning to extend Birch which will include a culvert installation, tree removal and gravel. He would like to hire Cody Osburn to haul the rock with his belly dump for a day or two. The council agreed to the work.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
16. Maintenance: 
Water: Cardwell reported that the lead and copper samples came back fine last month. Maintenance will be reviewing a water utility survey implemented by DEQ to identify lead and copper lines. The survey is due this month.

Hydrants: Cardwell is working on coming up with a day to test hydrants and plans to do a section at a time.

Sewer: Maintenance completed a root ball repair on Maple Street last week. The service line was nearly packed full of roots. The retaining wall at the lagoons is done and maintenance will begin working on the building they will construct. He had to move away from that project to remove a retaining wall at 212 Oak Street, which is completed. Cardwell briefed the council on the activity at the reservoirs stating that the liner is done, Crea is working on the access roads while the subcontractor is putting up the fence. Phase 1 should be wrapped up this coming month.

Sidewalk:  Cardwell informed that the sidewalk on Pine Street hasn’t been torn out to be replaced. Either Schmidt or Ross will speak with the homeowner next time he comes to pay his utility bill.

Misc.: Maintenance has begun winterizing around town. Plans are underway to make a trailer to haul  equipment around vs driving it; planters need cleaned out as well as cleaning up around the trees in the buffer strip all before the weather turns.

17. Clerk 

The DEQ reuse permit was received following DEQ’s review of JUB’s comments. Clerk Schmidt has not had time to read it as it was just received.

Schmidt added that the codification was received, and she is reviewing it; she found a few things that need addressed thus far and will talk with the City Attorney about revising a couple water ordinances since we are taking a good look at ordinances. 

18. Fire Department: 

Chief Kuther told Cardwell that he has a trailer he can borrow for hauling equipment. Unfortunately, the city doesn’t have a 5th wheel hitch. Kuther added that EMS training is starting, and they will be using the training room on Monday and Wednesday nights so council meetings will be in the chamber. The fire department is planning on doing something for Halloween for the kids.

19. Code Enforcement: 
Cm. Zenner wants the city to move forward on Arnie Gehrke for failing to comply with the request to cleanup at his two properties. Mayor Nelson added that we need to those nuisance properties to build fences. Clerk Schmidt informed the council that she learned at conference that cities that performed cleanups on private property have not been able to put the cost spent on the tax rolls for reimbursement even though ordinances state so; therefore, before we initiate a clean -up we should check with the county to see if they will allow us to put the cost of cleanup on the tax rolls.

COUNCIL COMMENT/OTHER

ADJOURNMENT: Cm. Zenner made a motion to adjourn at 7PM, motion was seconded by Cm. Heartburg, motion carried.
		
Other/Upcoming Events:
Upcoming Council Meetings: December 9th and January 13th at 5:30PM
Rhonda Vacation – September 28th thru November 7th 

The next regularly scheduled city council meeting will be on Tuesday, November 12th  at 5:30PM at City Hall. This meeting has been moved to Thursday, November 14th.
 
_______________________  				__________________________
Tyler R. Nelson, Mayor           				Rhonda J. Schmidt, Clerk-Treasurer



